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Los Angeles Opens Its Heart of Compassion

The Vermont, Vermont/Wilshire, Los Angeles, California
  
Los Angeles Opens Its Heart of Compassion is located at the busy intersection 
of Wilshire Boulevard and Vermont Avenue at the heart of Koreatown in 
Los Angeles, California. The suspended sculpture is comprised of a 75’ x 45’ 
diaphanous, undulating, metallic screen behind a 20’ tall three dimensional 
sculpture made of 100 petal-like abstractions of a lotus flower made of laser 
cut aluminum. The sculpture is bathed in an intense white light while the 
screen and its corresponding line drawing move through a light show of rich 
changing colors. The abstraction of the lotus blossom, a recurrent theme 
in Korean art refers to the unique history of the Koreatown neighborhood 
and articulates the image transformed in contemporary materials and light. 
The motif of the lotus is carried through the plaza in etched glass panels that 
line the public staircase leading from the plaza to the second floor balcony 
overlooking Wilshire Boulevard, a central thoroughfare of Los Angeles. The 
sculpture covers the floors 2-6 of the parking structure situated between the 
two towers of The Vermont, a mixed-use development featuring retail and 
residential space. The two residential towers, 23 stories and 29 stories, and 
their 464 units, are joined by the illuminated sculpture, Los Angeles Opens Its 
Heart of Compassion.

2014

Stainless Steel, Aluminum, LED Lights

45’ H x 75’ W x 11’ D 

JH Snyder Company

CKC Structural Engineers, Bellevue, WA

Plas-Tal, Santa Fe Springs, CA

Metal Arts Foundry, Lehi, UT
Cascade Coil, Tualatin, OR
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