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Cliff Garten's "Lotus" Now Blooming at The Vermont
Saturday, June 7, 2014, by jwilliams

The maybe, possibly, almost finished new luxury apartment project at Vermont

and Wilshire (also known as The Vermont <http://thevermont.net/> ) is getting

bedazzled at this very moment with the art piece called *"Los Angeles Opens Its

Heart of Compassion" by famed local sculptor/artist Cliff Garten

<http://www.cliffgartenstudio.com/> . The 15-foot high by 10-foot wide

chandelier is "created by a cylindrical array of abstracted lotusflower shapes

made of laser cut aluminum and illuminated with white light." The lotus flower,

according to The Vermont <http://thevermont.net/portfolio-item/portfolio-entry-

1/> , is an iconic symbol of enlightenment in Korean culture and was chosen

as a sign of respect for that community's work in revitalizing the area.
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The art piece is part of the new project's art requirement which requires that 1%

of the project valuation go to a public art piece . According to CRA-LA

documents <http://www.crala.org/internet-

site/Meetings/Board_Agenda_2013/upload/Jun_20_2013_Item_2.pdf> , the

valuation of the development is around $155 million, so approximately $1.55

million went to the fabrication, installation, design and engineering of Lotus.

The art piece faces Wilshire Boulevard and is located above the project's

public plaza, right across the street from Metro's Red/Purple Line subway

station. And for the curious, according to public notices posted around the site,

planned tenants include a Fatburger and a pizza place.

*We're told the art piece will be finished in July and open in September.

· The Vermont <http://la.curbed.com/tags/the-vermont> [Curbed LA]

That parking deck is still a little upsetting.

And still exposed.

Gentrification at work. How long before the taco ladies on

Wilshire/Vermont start charging 2 bucks for a taco?

Yeah..the open parking garage kinda rankles. Not enough in the

budget for steel mesh curtain covers? Maybe have those light tentacle

looking things off the sculpture flow across said covering?

Interesting that there is a mandatory public art fee. I feel like that

should be voluntary as it will make this expensive housing even more

so. It seems like housing is a more basic need than art.
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